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When the architects and ciesigners of the international architecture firm
Siiepiey Bulfinch took on the renovation of the J. Michael Goodson Li-
brary at the Law School of Duke University in Durham, North Carolina,
they faced several unique ciwa”enges. “It presented a different type of library

service mociei,” says Joseph A. Qonciine”i, a senior associate of Shepiey

Bulfinch.

Located in a very prominent part of the campus, the i:)uiiciing was about
85,000 square feet with four separate floors. To give it a presence worthy
of its use for professional study, the ciesigners had to find a way to bring a
sense of unity to the space. “Because a law |ii3rary supports many different
models of learning,” says Rondinelli, “it had to be able to accommodate a
iiigii level of interactivity between iacuity, students, and librarians while still

ensuring quiet areas for concentrated individual stuciy.”

ILLUMINATING THE LAW

“Before the renovation, says Donciine”i, “the i)uiiciing was very
cioseci; with very [ittle giass on the exterior wall. Aside from opening
up the |ii3rary interior to natural |igi1t, we wanted the ciesign to increase

the law school’s visii)iiity to the campus at |arge.

Our intent was to give the entire
building a sense of quality and
richness that would both delight

and reveal.
Now, it's like a i)eacon, a wonderful giass box at nigi’\t. And that's oniy

i:itting; because whenever our clients at the law school talked about

the project, it was aiways all about |igi1t."
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A PROFESSIONAL PRESENCE

To create a monolithic, protessionat presence, the team wanted
the color of the laminate to be compatitate to the millwork.
|nitia||y, the ttesigners proposect warmer shades of bronze.

But school officials asked for a more neutral gray. This could
have posett a dilemma for the ctesign team because gray tends
to be ﬂat, without the sense of richness and quatity t|'16y felt
the ctesign demanded. Fortunatety, one laminate came in a
shade that met everyonevs specitications— Pearlescence 2300
Platinum with Oyster Shield t—tigt1—Wear Protection’" from
Lamin-Art.

“Pearlescence adds richness to
neutral colors — an iridescent
quality — that is unique.
Pearlescence 2300 Platinum

has a velvety texture to it,”
says Rondinelli. “Other proctucts simpty didn't have this creamy

quatity. Pearlescence hit the spot, sotving the prot)tem very well.”

EVIDENCE OF SUCCESS
Dertwaps Duke University President Richard Brodhead paict the

new ctesign the best comptiment of a”, proctaiming, “When you
reach the point where a great law school has a great t)uitcting,
you realize it wasn't just an ornament, it rea”y is an enabler of

t|'1ings."

Dt\otograptwy ©2009 Exposures, Ltd. thotograptwy

« LAMIN-CORT
Dearlescence LAMIN-C¢RT



